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women and men care for their families
and still succeed at their jobs. This is
particularly true for those Americans
whose economic security is most at
risk.

It is important to note the parental
leave practices of non-Federal employ-
ers. Research by the Joint Economic
Committee has found that Fortune 100
firms offer paid leave typically lasting
6 to 8 weeks. Additionally, most of
America’s economic rivals provide paid
parental leave, as do many other na-
tions. The European Union requires
that member countries offer 14 weeks
of paid leave and most offer more than
the required amount.

By contrast, our Nation’s current
laws force healthy, long-term federal
employees to save up their sick days
and vacation time so they can use this
paid time off to care for their newborn
or newly adopted child. Asking employ-
ees to cobble together accrued leave
makes it difficult for relatively new
employees or those who experience
health problems to save up enough
time for parental leave. We owe our
civil servants a more thoughtful, work-
er-friendly policy.

I note that the House of Representa-
tives recently reported a similar bill
out of the appropriate House com-
mittee by a strong bipartisan vote. I
hope the Senate begins similar action
on this bill.

I urge my colleagues to support this
pro-family, pro-Federal worker legisla-
tion.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 595—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2008 AS
“GOSPEL MUSIC HERITAGE
MONTH” AND HONORING GOSPEL
MUSIC FOR ITS VALUABLE AND
LONGSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS
TO THE CULTURE OF THE
UNITED STATES

Mrs. LINCOLN (for herself, Mrs.
HUTCHISON, and Mr. LEAHY) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 595

Whereas gospel music is a beloved art form
unique to the United States, spanning dec-
ades, generations, and races;

Whereas gospel music is one of the corner-
stones of the musical tradition of the United
States and has grown beyond its roots to
achieve pop-culture and historical relevance;

Whereas gospel music has spread beyond
its geographic origins to touch audiences
around the world;

Whereas the history of gospel music can be
traced to multiple and diverse influences and
foundations, including African-American
spirituals that blended diverse elements
from African music and melodic influences
from Irish folk songs and hymns, and gospel
music ultimately borrowed from uniquely
American musical styles including ragtime,
jazz, and blues;

Whereas that tradition of diversity re-
mains today, as the influence of gospel music
can be found infused in all forms of secular
music, including rock and roll, country, soul,
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rhythm and blues, and countless other
styles;

Whereas the legacy of gospel music in-
cludes some of the most memorable voices
and musical pioneers in the history of the
United States, such as Thomas Dorsey,
Mahalia Jackson, James Vaughan, Roberta
Martin, Virgil Stamps, Diana Washington,
Stamps Quartet, The Highway QCs, The
Statesmen, The Soul Stirrers, Point of
Grace, Smokie Norful, Terry Woods, James
Cleveland, Billy Ray Hearns, Rex Humbard,
Joe Ligon and The Mighty Clouds of Joy,
Kirk Franklin, V. Michael McKay, Theola
Booker, Yolanda Adams, Edwin and Walter
Hawkins, Sandi Patty, The Winans, Kathy
Taylor, and Brenda Waters, Carl Preacher,
and Shirley Joiner of B, C & S;

Whereas many of the biggest names in
music emerged from the gospel music tradi-
tion or have recorded gospel music, includ-
ing Sam Cooke, Al Green, Elvis Presley,
Marvin Gaye, Aretha Franklin, Whitney
Houston, Little Richard, Ray Charles, Buddy
Holly, Alan Jackson, Dolly Parton, Mariah
Carey, Bob Dylan, Randy Travis, and Glenn
Campbell;

Whereas, regardless of their musical styles,
those artists and so many more have turned
to gospel music as the source and inspiration
for their music, which has blurred the bound-
aries between secular and gospel music;

Whereas, beyond its contribution to the
musical tradition of the United States, gos-
pel music has provided a cultural and musi-
cal backdrop across all of mainstream
media, from hit television series to major
Hollywood motion pictures, including
“American Idol”’, ‘“‘Heroes’, ‘‘Dancing with
the Stars’, ‘O Brother, Where Art Thou?”’,
‘“‘Sister Act”, “The Preacher’s Wife”’, “‘Evan
Almighty’’, and more; and

Whereas gospel music has a huge audience
around the country and around the world, a
testament to the universal appeal of a his-
torical American art form that both inspires
and entertains across racial, ethnic, reli-
gious, and geographic boundaries: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 2008 as ‘‘Gospel
Music Heritage Month’’; and

(2) recognizes the great contributions to
the culture of the United States derived from
the rich heritage of gospel music and gospel
music artists.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 4982. Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for Mr. INOUYE
(for himself, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. NELSON, of
Florida, and Ms. SNOWE)) proposed an amend-
ment to the bill H.R. 3403, to promote and
enhance public safety by facilitating the
rapid deployment of IP-enabled 911 and E-911
services, encourage the Nation’s transition
to a national IP-enabled emergency network,
and improve 911 and E-911 access to those
with disabilities.

———
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 4982. Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for Mr.
INOUYE (for himself, Mr. STEVENS, Mr.
NELSON of Florida, and Ms. SNOWE))
proposed an amendment to the bill
H.R. 3403, to promote and enhance pub-
lic safety by facilitating the rapid de-
ployment of IP-enabled 911 and E-911
services, encourage the Nation’s transi-
tion to a national IP-enabled emer-
gency network, and improve 911 and E-
911 access to those with disabilities; as
follows:
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“New and
Emerging Technologies 911 Improvement Act
of 2008 or the “NET 911 Improvement Act of
2008”’.

TITLE I—911 SERVICES AND IP-ENABLED
VOICE SERVICE PROVIDERS
SEC. 101. DUTY TO PROVIDE 911 AND ENHANCED
911 SERVICE.

The Wireless Communications and Public
Safety Act of 1999 is amended—

(1) by redesignating section 6 (47 U.S.C.
615b) as section 7;

(2) by inserting after section 5 the fol-
lowing new section:

“SEC. 6. DUTY TO PROVIDE 9-1-1 AND ENHANCED
9-1-1 SERVICE.

‘‘(a) DUTIES.—It shall be the duty of each
IP-enabled voice service provider to provide
9-1-1 service and enhanced 9-1-1 service to
its subscribers in accordance with the re-
quirements of the Federal Communications
Commission, as in effect on the date of en-
actment of the New and Emerging Tech-
nologies 911 Improvement Act of 2008 and as
such requirements may be modified by the
Commission from time to time.

““(b) PARITY FOR IP-ENABLED VOICE SERVICE
PROVIDERS.—An IP-enabled voice service
provider that seeks capabilities to provide 9-
1-1 and enhanced 9-1-1 service from an entity
with ownership or control over such capabili-
ties, to comply with its obligations under
subsection (a), shall, for the exclusive pur-
pose of complying with such obligations,
have a right of access to such capabilities,
including interconnection, to provide 9-1-1
and enhanced 9-1-1 service on the same
rates, terms, and conditions that are pro-
vided to a provider of commercial mobile
service (as such term is defined in section
332(d) of the Communications Act of 1934 (47
U.S.C. 332(d))), subject to such regulations as
the Commission prescribes under subsection
(c).

‘‘(¢) REGULATIONS.—The Commission—

‘(1) within 90 days after the date of enact-
ment of the New and Emerging Technologies
911 Improvement Act of 2008, shall issue reg-
ulations implementing such Act, including
regulations that—

‘“(A) ensure that IP-enabled voice service
providers have the ability to exercise their
rights under subsection (b);

‘(B) take into account any technical, net-
work security, or information privacy re-
quirements that are specific to IP-enabled
voice services; and

“(C) provide, with respect to any capabili-
ties that are not required to be made avail-
able to a commercial mobile service provider
but that the Commission determines under
subparagraph (B) of this paragraph or para-
graph (2) are necessary for an IP-enabled
voice service provider to comply with its ob-
ligations under subsection (a), that such ca-
pabilities shall be available at the same
rates, terms, and conditions as would apply
if such capabilities were made available to a
commercial mobile service provider;

¢“(2) shall require IP-enabled voice service
providers to which the regulations apply to
register with the Commission and to estab-
lish a point of contact for public safety and
government officials relative to 9-1-1 and en-
hanced 9-1-1 service and access; and

“(3) may modify such regulations from
time to time, as necessitated by changes in
the market or technology, to ensure the abil-
ity of an IP-enabled voice service provider to
comply with its obligations under subsection
(a) and to exercise its rights under sub-
section (b).

‘(d) DELEGATION OF ENFORCEMENT TO
STATE COMMISSIONS.—The Commission may
delegate authority to enforce the regulations
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issued under subsection (c¢) to State commis-
sions or other State or local agencies or pro-
grams with jurisdiction over emergency
communications. Nothing in this section is
intended to alter the authority of State com-
missions or other State or local agencies
with jurisdiction over emergency commu-
nications, provided that the exercise of such
authority is not inconsistent with Federal
law or Commission requirements.
*‘(e) IMPLEMENTATION.—

‘(1) LIMITATION.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed to permit the Commission
to issue regulations that require or impose a
specific technology or technological stand-
ard.

‘(2) ENFORCEMENT.—The Commission shall
enforce this section as if this section was a
part of the Communications Act of 1934. For
purposes of this section, any violations of
this section, or any regulations promulgated
under this section, shall be considered to be
a violation of the Communications Act of
1934 or a regulation promulgated under that
Act, respectively.

¢“(f) STATE AUTHORITY OVER FEES.—

‘(1) AUTHORITY.—Nothing in this Act, the
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 151 et
seq.), the New and Emerging Technologies
911 Improvement Act of 2008, or any Commis-
sion regulation or order shall prevent the
imposition and collection of a fee or charge
applicable to commercial mobile services or
IP-enabled voice services specifically des-
ignated by a State, political subdivision
thereof, Indian tribe, or village or regional
corporation serving a region established pur-
suant to the Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act, as amended (85 Stat. 688) for the
support or implementation of 9-1-1 or en-
hanced 9-1-1 services, provided that the fee
or charge is obligated or expended only in
support of 9-1-1 and enhanced 9-1-1 services,
or enhancements of such services, as speci-
fied in the provision of State or local law
adopting the fee or charge. For each class of
subscribers to IP-enabled voice services, the
fee or charge may not exceed the amount of
any such fee or charge applicable to the
same class of subscribers to telecommuni-
cations services.

‘(2) FEE ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT.—To0 en-
sure efficiency, transparency, and account-
ability in the collection and expenditure of a
fee or charge for the support or implementa-
tion of 9-1-1 or enhanced 9-1-1 services, the
Commission shall submit a report within 1
year after the date of enactment of the New
and Emerging Technologies 911 Improvement
Act of 2008, and annually thereafter, to the
Committee on Commerce, Science and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives detailing the sta-
tus in each State of the collection and dis-
tribution of such fees or charges, and includ-
ing findings on the amount of revenues obli-
gated or expended by each State or political
subdivision thereof for any purpose other
than the purpose for which any such fees or
charges are specified.

“(g) AVAILABILITY OF PSAP INFORMATION.—
The Commission may compile a list of public
safety answering point contact information,
contact information for providers of selec-
tive routers, testing procedures, classes and
types of services supported by public safety
answering points, and other information con-
cerning 9-1-1 and enhanced 9-1-1 elements,
for the purpose of assisting IP-enabled voice
service providers in complying with this sec-
tion, and may make any portion of such in-
formation available to telecommunications
carriers, wireless carriers, IP-enabled voice
service providers, other emergency service
providers, or the vendors to or agents of any
such carriers or providers, if such avail-

ability would improve public safety.
‘““(h) DEVELOPMENT OF STANDARDS.—The

Commission shall work cooperatively with
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public safety organizations, industry partici-
pants, and the E-911 Implementation Coordi-
nation Office to develop best practices that
promote consistency, where appropriate, in-
cluding procedures for—

‘(1) defining geographic coverage areas for
public safety answering points;

“(2) defining network diversity require-
ments for delivery of IP-enabled 9-1-1 and
enhanced 9-1-1 calls;

‘(3) call-handling in the event of call over-
flow or network outages;

‘“(4) public safety answering point certifi-
cation and testing requirements;

‘“(5) validation procedures for inputting
and updating location information in rel-
evant databases; and

““(6) the format for delivering address infor-
mation to public safety answering points.

“(1) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
the New and Emerging Technologies 911 Im-
provement Act of 2008 shall be construed as
altering, delaying, or otherwise limiting the
ability of the Commission to enforce the
Federal actions taken or rules adopted obli-
gating an IP-enabled voice service provider
to provide 9-1-1 or enhanced 9-1-1 service as
of the date of enactment of the New and
Emerging Technologies 911 Improvement Act
of 2008.”’; and

(3) in section 7 (as redesignated by para-
graph (1) of this section) by adding at the
end the following new paragraph:

¢‘(8) IP-ENABLED VOICE SERVICE.—The term
‘IP-enabled voice service’ has the meaning
given the term ‘interconnected VoIP service’
by section 9.3 of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission’s regulations (47 CFR
9.3).”.
SEC. 102. MIGRATION TO IP-ENABLED EMER-

GENCY NETWORK.

Section 158 of the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administration Or-
ganization Act (47 U.S.C. 942) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(1), by inserting before
the period at the end the following: ‘‘and for
migration to an IP-enabled emergency net-
work’’;

(2) by redesignating subsections (d) and (e)
as subsections (e) and (f), respectively; and

(3) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

¢(d) MIGRATION PLAN REQUIRED.—

‘(1) NATIONAL PLAN REQUIRED.—NO more
than 270 days after the date of enactment of
the New and Emerging Technologies 911 Im-
provement Act of 2008, the Office shall de-
velop and report to Congress on a national
plan for migrating to a national IP-enabled
emergency network capable of receiving and
responding to all citizen-activated emer-
gency communications and improving infor-
mation sharing among all emergency re-
sponse entities.

‘(2) CONTENTS OF PLAN.—The plan required
by paragraph (1) shall—

“(A) outline the potential benefits of such
a migration;

‘“(B) identify barriers that must be over-
come and funding mechanisms to address
those barriers;

‘“(C) provide specific mechanisms for en-
suring the IP-enabled emergency network is
available in every community and is coordi-
nated on a local, regional, and statewide
basis;

‘(D) identify location technology for no-
madic devices and for office buildings and
multi-dwelling units;

‘“(E) include a proposed timetable, an out-
line of costs, and potential savings;

‘“(F) provide specific legislative language,
if necessary, for achieving the plan;

‘“(G) provide recommendations on any leg-
islative changes, including updating defini-
tions, that are necessary to facilitate a na-
tional IP-enabled emergency network;

‘“(H) assess, collect, and analyze the experi-
ences of the public safety answering points
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and related public safety authorities who are
conducting trial deployments of IP-enabled
emergency networks as of the date of enact-
ment of the New and Emerging Technologies
911 Improvement Act of 2008;

‘(I identify solutions for providing 9-1-1
and enhanced 9-1-1 access to those with dis-
abilities and needed steps to implement such
solutions, including a recommended
timeline; and

‘“(J) analyze efforts to provide automatic
location for enhanced 9-1-1 services and pro-
vide recommendations on regulatory or leg-
islative changes that are mnecessary to
achieve automatic location for enhanced 9-1-
1 services.

¢“(3) CONSULTATION.—In developing the plan
required by paragraph (1), the Office shall
consult with representatives of the public
safety community, groups representing those
with disabilities, technology and tele-
communications providers, IP-enabled voice
service providers, Telecommunications
Relay Service providers, and other emer-
gency communications providers and others
it deems appropriate.”.

TITLE II—PARITY OF PROTECTION
SEC. 201. LIABILITY.

(a) AMENDMENTS.—Section 4 of the Wireless
Communications and Public Safety Act of
1999 (47 U.S.C. 615a) is amended—

(1) by striking “PARITY OF PROTECTION
FOR PROVISION OR USE OF WIRELESS
SERVICE.” in the section heading and in-
serting ‘“‘SERVICE PROVIDER PARITY OF
PROTECTION.”;

(2) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘‘wireless carrier,” and in-
serting ‘‘wireless carrier, IP-enabled voice
service provider, or other emergency com-
munications provider,’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘its officers’ the first place
it appears and inserting ‘‘their officers’’;

(C) by striking ‘‘emergency calls or emer-
gency services” and inserting ‘‘emergency
calls, emergency services, or other emer-
gency communications services’’;

(3) in subsection (b)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘using wireless 9-1-1 serv-
ice shall” and inserting ‘‘using wireless 9-1-
1 service, or making 9-1-1 communications
via IP-enabled voice service or other emer-
gency communications service, shall’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘that is not wireless’ and
inserting ‘‘that is not via wireless 9-1-1 serv-
ice, IP-enabled voice service, or other emer-
gency communications service’’; and

(4) in subsection (c)—

(A) by striking ‘‘wireless 9-1-1 communica-
tions, a PSAP” and inserting ‘‘9-1-1 commu-
nications via wireless 9-1-1 service, IP-en-
abled voice service, or other emergency com-
munications service, a PSAP’’; and

(B) by striking ‘“‘that are not wireless’ and
inserting ‘‘that are not via wireless 9-1-1
service, IP-enabled voice service, or other
emergency communications service’’.

(b) DEFINITION.—Section 7 of the Wireless
Communications and Public Safety Act of
1999 (as redesignated by section 101(1) of this
Act) is further amended by adding at the end
the following new paragraphs:

‘(8) OTHER EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS
SERVICE.—The term ‘other emergency com-
munications service’ means the provision of
emergency information to a public safety an-
swering point via wire or radio communica-
tions, and may include 9-1-1 and enhanced 9-
1-1 service.

‘(9) OTHER EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS
SERVICE PROVIDER.—The term ‘other emer-
gency communications service provider’
means—

“‘(A) an entity other than a local exchange
carrier, wireless carrier, or an IP-enabled
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voice service provider that is required by the

Federal Communications Commission con-

sistent with the Commission’s authority

under the Communications Act of 1934 to
provide other emergency communications
services; or

‘“(B) in the absence of a Commission re-
quirement as described in subparagraph (A),
an entity that voluntarily elects to provide
other emergency communications services
and is specifically authorized by the appro-
priate local or State 9-1-1 service governing
authority to provide other emergency com-
munications services.

¢(10) ENHANCED 9-1-1 SERVICE.—The term
‘enhanced 9-1-1 service’ means the delivery
of 9-1-1 calls with automatic number identi-
fication and automatic location identifica-
tion, or successor or equivalent information
features over the wireline E911 network (as
defined in section 9.3 of the Federal Commu-
nications Commission’s regulations (47
C.F.R. 9.3) as of the date of enactment of the
New and Emerging Technologies 911 Im-
provement Act of 2008) and equivalent or suc-
cessor networks and technologies. The term
also includes any enhanced 9-1-1 service so
designated by the Commission in its Report
and Order in WC Docket Nos. 04-36 and 05-196,
or any successor proceeding.”’.

TITLE III—AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE CUS-
TOMER INFORMATION FOR 911 PUR-
POSES

SEC. 301. AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE CUSTOMER IN-

FORMATION.

Section 222 of the Communications Act of
1934 (47 U.S.C. 222) is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘or the user of an IP-en-
abled voice service (as such term is defined
in section 7 of the Wireless Communications
and Public Safety Act of 1999 (47 U.S.C.
615b))”’ after ‘‘section 332(d))”’ each place it
appears in subsections (d)(4) and (£)(1);

(2) by striking ‘“WIRELESS’ in the heading
of subsection (f); and

(3) in subsection (g), by inserting ‘‘or a pro-
vider of IP-enabled voice service (as such
term is defined in section 7 of the Wireless
Communications and Public Safety Act of
1999 (47 U.S.C. 615b))” after ‘‘telephone ex-
change service”.

NOTICE OF HEARING

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
wish to announce that the Committee
on Rules and Administration will meet
on Wednesday, June 18, 2008, at 10 a.m.,
to hear testimony on Improving En-
ergy Efficiency, Increasing the Use of
Renewable Sources of Energy, and Re-
ducing the Carbon Footprint of the
Capitol Complex.

For further information regarding
this hearing, please contact Howard
Gantman at the Rules and Administra-
tion Committee, 224-6352.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Rodney Brown
and Caitlin Staebell of my staff be
granted floor privileges for the dura-
tion of today’s session.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.
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CHILDREN’S GASOLINE BURN
PREVENTION ACT

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent the
Commerce Committee be discharged
from further consideration of H.R. 814,
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 814) to require the Consumer
Product Safety Commission to issue regula-
tions mandating child-resistant closures on
all portable gasoline containers.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be read a third
time and passed, the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table, with no in-
tervening action or debate, and any
statements be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 814) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

—

911 MODERNIZATION AND PUBLIC
SAFETY ACT OF 2007

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent the
Commerce committee be discharged
from further consideration of H.R. 3403
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3403) to promote and enhance
public safety by facilitating the rapid de-
ployment of IP-enabled 911 and E-911 serv-
ices, encourage the Nation’s transition to a
national IP-enabled emergency network, and
improve 911 and E-911 access to those with
disabilities.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. INOUYE. Madam President, I
rise today in support of the substitute
to H.R. 3403, the New and Emerging
Technologies 911 Improvement Act of
2008. The Senate companion, S. 428, was
passed by unanimous consent on Feb-
ruary 26, 2008. This bill would provide
911 service for Voice over Internet Pro-
tocol, VoIP, subscribers.

I can think of few government initia-
tives that have been as successful as
911. Since its creation nearly 30 years
ago, 911 has become a lifeline for people
in trouble. I think it is safe to say that
just about every American today
knows that 911 is the easiest and most
effective means to contact emergency
services.

As technology has advanced, so has
911 service. Today, many places in the
Nation have E911. In these areas, when
you call for help, your phone number
and location are automatically trans-
mitted to emergency personnel. If your
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call is disconnected, you are dis-
oriented, or do not know your location,
this information can make all the dif-
ference in securing your safety.

But the E911 system was built for
wireline service. So as technology ad-
vanced and wireless phones grew in
popularity, we worked to apply E911
principles to wireless service. With the
advent of VoIP, we are challenged
again to ensure that our 911 policies
are up to date.

I believe that the New and Emerging
Technologies 911 Improvement Act of
2008 does an excellent job of improving
911 service and adapting it to the latest
telecommunications technology, and I
ask my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this important legislation.

Senator BILL NELSON, the sponsor of
the Senate bill, Senator SNOWE, Sen-
ator STEVENS, and I have worked with
our colleagues in the House to develop
this substitute. Once the Senate passes
H.R. 3403, as amended, we expect the
House to act expeditiously so that this
bill can become law, allowing our 911
system to continue to save lives and
ensuring individuals can always call
for help regardless of the underlying
technology they use.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous
consent that an Inouye-Stevens sub-
stitute amendment, which is at the
desk, be agreed to, the bill as amended
be read a third time and passed, the
motions to reconsider be laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate, and any statements be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 4982), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘“Text of Amendments.”’)

The amendment was ordered to be
engrossed and the bill read a third
time.

The bill (H.R. 3403), as amended, was
read the third time and passed.

——

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
WATER AND SEWER AUTHORITY
INDEPENDENCE PRESERVATION
ACT

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate proceed to the
immediate consideration of H.R. 5778,
which was received from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 5778) to preserve the independ-
ence of the District of Columbia Water and
Sewer Authority.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous
consent the bill be read three times,
passed, and the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate, and any state-
ments related to the bill be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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